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Notes

e Width of walls was measured
at top and bottom of both entrances.
e Average wall batter +/- 8"
e Average width of walls:
top +/- 2-1", bottom +/- 2'-9".
e Average width of cracks +/- 3".
e Western wall is topped with
deteriorating brick. Purpose unknown.
e Walls composed of tabby:

G % o4 ®
@

a porous substance made with lime,
sand, water, and crushed up oyster shells.

e Due to limited technology, average

| wall height could vary +/-1'.

: . : . : e Differences in slope are shown by
separate ground levels.

e Differences in wall height are shown
by shifting elevations on single plain.
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Notes

o All reference points taken from total

station have margin of error due to slope.

e Measurements shift due to erosion.
o Points A, C, and D are affected by

slope causing variation on running dimensions.
e Corners are estimated due to weathering

around the bases.

o Erosion causes walls to deteriorate
significantly, making it difficult to
determine corner points.
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Timeline of Saint George’s Church
- At Colonial Fort Dorchester

1 i M&ﬁg
1 : | MY
17 ﬁ : “Construction of a small brick church began in August of 1719 and was substantially completed in a year. The sanctuary measured fifty feet P
z ' . . : . : : ” | d o1 Lo
1 ., long by thirty feet wnde.‘ A chancel pro;ected fifteen feet by five feet from one of its walls” [3]. ATt D] g6 |
IR i 57
An act of 1733 dictated the existing sanctuary be repaired and enlarged and new pews be installed” [4]. “The dimensions of the original fi j | fj
brick sanctuary are known but its subsequent enlargement is not. It may be that the renovated church was cruciform in plan, for visitors to d—— 2
/f . the site in the 1850s and 1970s remarked that scavengers had dug a cross-shaped trench behind the church tower to remove foundation 4 IO 22
: ' . »y A 24,
by N - | | _ bricks” [10]. o Lot -
st
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‘ jﬁ:;tw SE This plan was drawn by Samuel Stevens in 1742. In lot 99, it is shown
7 | = £ that the church had a cruciform plan.
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183 5 - “They added a large stylish steeple to their church in 1751” [13]. “The absence of clay roofing tiles
- suggested that wooden shingles covered the building” [13]. This is merely one possible representation of
‘the church’s plan and elevation at its full construction. This is the south side elevation drawn to 1/8”= 1’-0”
By November of 1781, the British had burned St. George’s Church.

The church was repaired by Episcopalians in 1811.

The church was abandoned.

This is the earliest known illustration of St. George’s Church, drawn in May
1835. From this we can see the steeple and bell tower windows.

1375

Taken in the 1870s, this photograph shows
that by this time scavengers and fire had left
only the bell tower.

‘The Earthquake of 1886 split the tower
and toppled most of its octagonal cap.

o,

In spite of extensive research, much about
Dorchester remains unknown. More information

will be uncovered, however, as historical and | | POSte r C rea te d by A n d rew M a rC U S

| archaeological investigations continue. The tower
f of St. George’s Church has survived war, fire, »
scavengers, and an earthquake. It still stands in | | | , " ’

the center of what was once the village of | :
Dorchester

010

Information and illustrations for this poster were obtained from

the Visitors Guide to Colonial Fort Dorchester
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Inland Rice

Cultivation

The South Carolina colonists, who Jfounded the colony in 1670,

. realized in 1700 that rice grew well in the Lowcountry’s swampy land.

- The economy prospered after this discovery with its high prices in

- England. The actual cultivation of the product turned out to e harder

. than the planters realized. Specialized slaves were soon imported from the
' traditional rice-growing region of West Africa or “Rice Africa” after the

| South Carolinian planters had mary failures."The actual process of

" cultivating the rice involves clearings out tidal swamps near coastal

' rivers. These fields were plowed and harrowed before being planted: 2

© With the use of canals, dikes, and small floodgates (trunks), the fields are

- flooded and drained three times during gro wing season with the high and

| low tides. /1t harvest, the rice is cut, processed, threshed and sold? Each
- slave was given their own specific task_to complete.“Women were often
- the ones to handle the rice seeds in the early stages with choosing and

milling (separating the seed from the 6ran) the seeds. The use of men at
these first stages was greeted with disaster and unsellable rice. By tid-

18" century, 3 or 4 acres of rice could be cultivated by a slave.s

a4
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Plantation

2:1 $ope

A Trunks (Small Floodgates)

Mount Pleasant Rice
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Colono Ware: Common Forms in
the Low Country

Hemispherical oy ~ MOSEt tWO commomn Lypes: Globular Jars
These bowls differ in

Also Rnown as an inflicted What you may see them

Bowl. This comes in small, Look fike also some fave

Large, curved, straight, and Handles, some are fluked.

The bases on this bowl
Differs from ring to flat base.

Utilitarian ware
‘Market ware bita

This ware was tempered
These were colono ware thar THere are two classes of |

With shells to make it more
Were for sale to make a

Profit. They would copy

European style ceramics.

c 0[0 no ware. Durable and sustainable.

These were used for

Everyday use.

. Fort Dorchesters colono ware that fias been
found is a colono utifitarian bowl Like the
- drawing above just without the pattern. Al ,
of the pottery that was made was made over a Shallow bo
- open hearth. The clay was found while ; .
working in the fielfs Tis pottery sas not That has been pressed with an conk.
- Just a commodity to the slaves but also a piece ’ .
 of home. This pottery allowed them o share  ATOURA the edges to give the pattern you see.
- their culture with the Native Americans as
"Vfwe[[ everyone (even us) who came upon it.

British inspired ring base bowl

wl

| British inspired globular ring base bow/l Utilitarian bowl its use is still un fnown

From the collections of The Charleston Museuwm

/Avém 7‘%@5
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